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An American Marriage by Tayari Jones 317 p
Newlyweds Celestial and Roy are the embodiment of both the American Dream and the New South. He is a young
executive, and she is an artist on the brink of an exciting career. But as they settle into the routine of their life together,
they are ripped apart by circumstances neither could have imagined. Roy is arrested and sentenced to twelve years for a
crime Celestial knows he didn’t commit. Though fiercely independent, Celestial finds herself bereft and unmoored, taking
comfort in Andre, her childhood friend, and best man at their wedding. As Roy’s time in prison passes, she is unable to
hold on to the love that has been her center. After five years, Roy’s conviction is suddenly overturned, and he returns to
Atlanta ready to resume their life together.
This stirring love story is a profoundly insightful look into the hearts and minds of three people who are at once bound and
separated by forces beyond their control. An American Marriage is a masterpiece of storytelling, an intimate look deep
into the souls of people who must reckon with the past while moving forward—with hope and pain—into the future.
Code Girls by Liza Mundy 434 p
Recruited by the U.S. Army and Navy from small towns and elite colleges, more than ten thousand women served as
codebreakers during World War II. While their brothers and boyfriends took up arms, these women moved to Washington
and learned the meticulous work of code-breaking. Their efforts shortened the war, saved countless lives, and gave them
access to careers previously denied to them. A strict vow of secrecy nearly erased their efforts from history; now, through
dazzling research and interviews with surviving code girls, bestselling author Liza Mundy brings to life this riveting and
vital story of American courage, service, and scientific accomplishment.
Crazy Rich Asians by Kevin Kwan 527 p
When New Yorker Rachel Chu agrees to spend the summer in Singapore with her boyfriend, Nicholas Young, she
envisions a humble family home and quality time with the man she hopes to marry. But Nick has failed to give his
girlfriend a few key details. One, that his childhood home looks like a palace; two, that he grew up riding in more private
planes than cars; and three, that he just happens to be the country’s most eligible bachelor.
On Nick’s arm, Rachel may as well have a target on her back the second she steps off the plane, and soon, her relaxed
vacation turns into an obstacle course of old money, new money, nosy relatives, and scheming social climbers.
Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman 325 p
Meet Eleanor Oliphant: She struggles with appropriate social skills and tends to say exactly what she’s thinking. Nothing
is missing in her carefully timetabled life of avoiding social interactions, where weekends are punctuated by frozen pizza,
vodka, and phone chats with Mummy.
But everything changes when Eleanor meets Raymond, the bumbling and deeply unhygienic IT guy from her office. When
she and Raymond together save Sammy, an elderly gentleman who has fallen on the sidewalk, the three become the
kinds of friends who rescue one another from the lives of isolation they have each been living. And it is Raymond’s big
heart that will ultimately help Eleanor find the way to repair her own profoundly damaged one.
Eleanor Oliphant Is Completely Fine is the smart, warm, and uplifting story of an out-of-the-ordinary heroine whose
deadpan weirdness and unconscious wit make for an irresistible journey as she realizes. . .
Fly Girls by Keith O’Brien 338 p
Between the world wars, no sport was more popular, or more dangerous, than airplane racing. Thousands of fans flocked
to multi-day events, and cities vied with one another to host them. The pilots themselves were hailed as dashing heroes
who cheerfully stared death in the face. Well, the men were hailed. Female pilots were more often ridiculed than praised
for what the press portrayed as silly efforts to horn in on a manly, and deadly, pursuit. Fly Girls recounts how a cadre of
women banded together to break the original glass ceiling: the entrenched prejudice that conspired to keep them out of
the sky.
O’Brien weaves together the stories of five remarkable women: Florence Klingensmith, a high-school dropout who worked
for a dry cleaner in Fargo, North Dakota; Ruth Elder, an Alabama divorcee; Amelia Earhart, the most famous, but not
necessarily the most skilled; Ruth Nichols, who chafed at the constraints of her blue-blood family’s expectations; and
Louise Thaden, the mother of two young kids who got her start selling coal in Wichita. Together, they fought for the
chance to race against the men — and in 1936 one of them would triumph in the toughest race of all.
Like Hidden Figures and Girls of Atomic City, Fly Girls celebrates a little-known slice of history in which tenacious, trailblazing women braved all obstacles to achieve greatness.

Girl, Wash Your Face by Rachel Hollis 220 p
As the founder of the lifestyle website TheChicSite.com and CEO of her own media company, Rachel Hollis developed an
immense online community by sharing tips for better living while fearlessly revealing the messiness of her own life. Now,
in this challenging and inspiring new book, Rachel exposes the twenty lies and misconceptions that too often hold us back
from living joyfully and productively, lies we’ve told ourselves so often we don t even hear them anymore. With painful
honesty and fearless humor, Rachel unpacks and examines the falsehoods that once left her feeling overwhelmed and
unworthy, and reveals the specific practical strategies that helped her move past them. In the process, she encourages,
entertains, and even kicks a little butt, all to convince you to do whatever it takes to get real and become the joyous,
confident woman you were meant to be. With unflinching faith and rock-hard tenacity, Girl, Wash Your Face shows you
how to live with passion and hustle--and how to give yourself grace without giving up.
The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah 438 p
Ernt Allbright, a former POW, comes home from the Vietnam War a changed and volatile man. When he loses yet another
job, he makes an impulsive decision: he will move his family north, to Alaska, where they will live off the grid in America’s
last true frontier.
Thirteen-year-old Leni, a girl coming of age in a tumultuous time, caught in the riptide of her parents’ passionate, stormy
relationship, dares to hope that a new land will lead to a better future for her family. She is desperate for a place to
belong. Her mother, Cora, will do anything and go anywhere for the man she loves, even if means following him into the
unknown.
At first, Alaska seems to be the answer to their prayers. In a wild, remote corner of the state, they find a fiercely
independent community of strong men and even stronger women. The long, sunlit days and the generosity of the locals
make up for the Allbrights’ lack of preparation and dwindling resources.
But as winter approaches and darkness descends on Alaska, Ernt’s fragile mental state deteriorates and the family begins
to fracture. Soon the perils outside pale in comparison to threats from within. In their small cabin, covered in snow,
blanketed in eighteen hours of night, Leni and her mother learn the terrible truth: they are on their own. In the wild, there is
no one to save them but themselves.
In this unforgettable portrait of human frailty and resilience, Kristin Hannah reveals the indomitable character of the
modern American pioneer and the spirit of a vanishing Alaska―a place of incomparable beauty and danger. The Great
Alone is a daring, beautiful, stay-up-all-night story about love and loss, the fight for survival, and the wildness that lives in
both man and nature.
I’ll Be Gone in the Dark by Michelle McNamara 344 p
For more than ten years, a mysterious and violent predator committed fifty sexual assaults in Northern California before
moving south, where he perpetrated ten sadistic murders. Then he disappeared, eluding capture by multiple police forces
and some of the best detectives in the area.
Three decades later, Michelle McNamara, a true crime journalist who created the popular website TrueCrimeDiary.com,
was determined to find the violent psychopath she called "the Golden State Killer." Michelle pored over police reports,
interviewed victims, and embedded herself in the online communities that were as obsessed with the case as she was.
I’ll Be Gone in the Dark—the masterpiece McNamara was writing at the time of her sudden death—offers an atmospheric
snapshot of a moment in American history and a chilling account of a criminal mastermind and the wreckage he left
behind. It is also a portrait of a woman’s obsession and her unflagging pursuit of the truth. Utterly original and compelling,
it has been hailed as a modern true crime classic—one which fulfilled Michelle's dream: helping unmask the Golden State
Killer.
Killers of the Flower Moon by David Grann 373 p
In the 1920s, the richest people per capita in the world were members of the Osage Nation in Oklahoma. After oil was
discovered beneath their land, the Osage rode in chauffeured automobiles, built mansions, and sent their children to study
in Europe.
Then, one by one, the Osage began to be killed off. The family of an Osage woman, Mollie Burkhart, became a prime
target. One of her relatives was shot. Another was poisoned. And it was just the beginning, as more and more Osage
were dying under mysterious circumstances, and many of those who dared to investigate the killings were themselves
murdered.
As the death toll rose, the newly created FBI took up the case, and the young director, J. Edgar Hoover, turned to a
former Texas Ranger named Tom White to try to unravel the mystery. White put together an undercover team, including a
Native American agent who infiltrated the region, and together with the Osage began to expose one of the most chilling
conspiracies in American history.
Sharp Objects by Gillian Flynn 254 p
Fresh from a brief stay at a psych hospital, reporter Camille Preaker faces a troubling assignment: she must return to her
tiny hometown to cover the murders of two preteen girls. For years, Camille has hardly spoken to her neurotic,
hypochondriac mother or to the half-sister she barely knows: a beautiful thirteen-year-old with an eerie grip on the town.

Now, installed in her old bedroom in her family's Victorian mansion, Camille finds herself identifying with the young
victims—a bit too strongly. Dogged by her own demons, she must unravel the psychological puzzle of her own past if she
wants to get the story—and survive this homecoming.
Two Steps Forward by Graeme Simsion and Anne Buist 358 p
From the New York Times bestselling author of The Rosie Project comes a story of taking chances and learning to love
again as two people, one mourning her husband and the other recovering from divorce, cross paths on the centuries-old
Camino pilgrimage from France to Spain. “The Chemin will change you. It changes everyone…” The Chemin, also known
as the Camino de Santiago, is a centuries-old pilgrim route that ends in Santiago de Compostela in northwest Spain.
Every year, thousands of walkers—some devout, many not—follow the route that wends through quaint small villages and
along busy highways alike, a journey unlike any other. Zoe, an artist from California who’s still reeling from her husband’s
sudden death, has impulsively decided to walk the Camino, hoping to find solace and direction. Martin, an engineer from
England, is road-testing a cart of his own design…and recovering from a messy divorce. They begin in the same French
town, each uncertain of what the future holds. Zoe has anticipated the physical difficulties of her trek, but she is less
prepared for other challenges, as strangers and circumstances force her to confront not just recent loss, but long-held
beliefs. For Martin, the pilgrimage is a test of his skills and endurance but also, as he and Zoe grow closer, of his
willingness to trust others—and himself—again. Smart and funny, insightful and romantic, Two Steps Forward reveals that
the most important journeys we make aren’t measured in miles, but in the strength, wisdom, and love found along the
way. Fans of The Rosie Project will recognize Graeme Simsion’s uniquely quirky and charming writing style.
Where the Crawdads Sing by Delia Owens 370 p
For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North Carolina coast. So in late
1969, when handsome Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called Marsh Girl.
But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in the marsh that she calls home,
finding friends in the gulls and lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to be touched and loved. When
two young men from town become intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life--until the unthinkable
happens.
Perfect for fans of Barbara Kingsolver and Karen Russell, Where the Crawdads Sing is at once an exquisite ode to the
natural world, a heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a surprising tale of possible murder. Owens reminds us that we
are forever shaped by the children we once were, and that we are all subject to the beautiful and violent secrets that
nature keeps.

………………………………………………………..

After You by Jojo Moyes 352 p
(Sequel to ‘Me Before You’)
Louisa Clark is no longer just an ordinary girl living an ordinary life. After the transformative six months spent with Will
Traynor, she is struggling without him. When an extraordinary accident forces Lou to return home to her family, she can’t
help but feel she’s right back where she started.
For Lou Clark, life after Will Traynor means learning to fall in love again, with all the risks that brings. But here Jojo Moyes
gives us two families, as real as our own, whose joys and sorrows will touch you deeply, and where both changes and
surprises await.
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 531 p
Marie-Laure lives with her father in Paris near the Museum of Natural History, where he works as the master of its
thousands of locks. When she is six, Marie-Laure goes blind and her father builds a perfect miniature of their
neighborhood so she can memorize it by touch and navigate her way home. When she is twelve, the Nazis occupy Paris
and father and daughter flee to the walled citadel of Saint-Malo, where Marie-Laure’s reclusive great-uncle lives in a tall
house by the sea. With them they carry what might be the museum’s most valuable and dangerous jewel.
In a mining town in Germany, the orphan Werner grows up with his younger sister, enchanted by a crude radio they find.
Werner becomes an expert at building and fixing these crucial new instruments, a talent that wins him a place at a brutal
academy for Hitler Youth, then a special assignment to track the resistance. More and more aware of the human cost of
his intelligence, Werner travels through the heart of the war and, finally, into Saint-Malo, where his story and MarieLaure’s converge.
Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie 477 p
Ifemelu and Obinze are young and in love when they depart military-ruled Nigeria for the West. Beautiful, self-assured
Ifemelu heads for America, where despite her academic success, she is forced to grapple with what it means to be black
for the first time. Quiet, thoughtful Obinze had hoped to join her, but with post-9/11 America closed to him, he instead

plunges into a dangerous, undocumented life in London. Fifteen years later, they reunite in a newly democratic Nigeria,
and reignite their passion—for each other and for their homeland.
The Art of Hearing Heartbeats by Jan-Philipp Sendker 325 p
A poignant and inspirational love story set in Burma, The Art of Hearing Heartbeats spans the decades between the
1950s and the present. When a successful New York lawyer suddenly disappears without a trace, neither his wife nor his
daughter Julia has any idea where he might be…until they find a love letter he wrote many years ago, to a Burmese
woman they have never heard of. Intent on solving the mystery and coming to terms with her father’s past, Julia decides
to travel to the village where the woman lived. There she uncovers a tale of unimaginable hardship, resilience, and
passion that will reaffirm the reader’s belief in the power of love to move mountains.

The Art of Racing in the Rain by Garth Stein 321 p
Enzo knows he is different from other dogs: a philosopher with a nearly human soul (and an obsession with opposable
thumbs), he has educated himself by watching television and by listening closely to the words of his master, Denny Swift,
an up-and-coming race car driver. On the night before his death, Enzo takes stock of his life, recalling all that he and his
family have been through, hoping, in his next life, to return as a human.
Astrid & Veronika by Linda Olsson 259 p
With extraordinary emotional power, Linda Olsson’s stunningly well-crafted debut novel recounts the unusual and
unexpected friendship that develops between two women. Veronika, a young writer from New Zealand, rents a house in a
small Swedish village as she tries to come to terms with a recent tragedy while also finishing a novel. Her arrival is silently
observed by Astrid, an older, reclusive neighbor who slowly becomes a presence in Veronika’s life, offering comfort in the
form of companionship and lovingly prepared home-cooked meals. Set against a haunting Swedish landscape,Astrid &
Veronika is a lyrical and meditative novel of love and loss, and a story that will remain with readers long after the
characters’ secrets are revealed.
Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate 342 p
Memphis, 1939. Twelve-year-old Rill Foss and her four younger siblings live a magical life aboard their family's Mississippi
River shantyboat. But when their father must rush their mother to the hospital one stormy night, Rill is left in charge--until
strangers arrive in force. Wrenched from all that is familiar and thrown into a Tennessee Children's Home Society
orphanage, the Foss children are assured that they will soon be returned to their parents--but they quickly realize the dark
truth. At the mercy of the facility's cruel director, Rill fights to keep her sisters and brother together in a world of danger
and uncertainty. Aiken, South Carolina, present day. Born into wealth and privilege, Avery Stafford seems to have it all: a
successful career as a federal prosecutor, a handsome fiancé, and a lavish wedding on the horizon. But when Avery
returns home to help her father weather a health crisis, a chance encounter leaves her with uncomfortable questions and
compels her to take a journey through her family's long-hidden history, on a path that will ultimately lead either to
devastation or to redemption. Based on one of America's most notorious real-life scandals--in which Georgia Tann,
director of a Memphis-based adoption organization, kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy families all over the
country--Lisa Wingate's riveting, wrenching, and ultimately uplifting tale reminds us how, even though the paths we take
can lead to many places, the heart never forgets where we belong.
Beloved by Toni Morrison 275 p
Staring unflinchingly into the abyss of slavery, this spellbinding novel transforms history into a story as powerful as
Exodus and as intimate as a lullaby. Sethe, its protagonist, was born a slave and escaped to Ohio, but eighteen years
later she is still not free. She has too many memories of Sweet Home, the beautiful farm where so many hideous things
happened. And Sethe’s new home is haunted by the ghost of her baby, who died nameless and whose tombstone is
engraved with a single word: Beloved. Filled with bitter poetry and suspense as taut as a rope, Beloved is a towering
achievement.
Between a Mother and her Child by Elizabeth Noble 435 p
Twenty years after their impulsive marriage, Maggie and Bill Barrett are happily settled into the quiet comfort of their
dream home with their three beautiful children. Then, the day after Christmas 2004, their world is shattered apart.
Feeling isolated, Bill leaves to try to discover peace on his own. Maggie shuts down, incapable of connecting with her
children or even sleeping most nights. Getting by in a daze, she has no idea how to begin picking up the pieces of their
lives. Enter Kate: a woman who placed an ad in the paper to be a housekeeper and companion to a family. Kate has
secrets and sorrows of her own, but her gentle caring has an immediate effect on the children—and on Maggie herself.
When Bill announces that he’s fallen for another woman, Maggie realizes that she will have to fight to put her family back
together. But after all they’ve been through; can anything truly fix their broken ties?
Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates 152 p

In a profound work that pivots from the biggest questions about American history and ideals to the most intimate concerns
of a father for his son, Ta-Nehisi Coates offers a powerful new framework for understanding our nation’s history and
current crisis. Americans have built an empire on the idea of “race,” a falsehood that damages us all but falls most heavily
on the bodies of black women and men—bodies exploited through slavery and segregation, and, today, threatened,
locked up, and murdered out of all proportion. What is it like to inhabit a black body and find a way to live within it? And
how can we all honestly reckon with this fraught history and free ourselves from its burden?
Between the World and Me is Ta-Nehisi Coates’s attempt to answer these questions in a letter to his adolescent son.
Coates shares with his son—and readers—the story of his awakening to the truth about his place in the world through a
series of revelatory experiences, from Howard University to Civil War battlefields, from the South Side of Chicago to Paris,
from his childhood home to the living rooms of mothers whose children’s lives were taken as American plunder.
Beautifully woven from personal narrative, reimagined history, and fresh, emotionally charged reportage, Between the
World and Me clearly illuminates the past, bracingly confronts our present, and offers a transcendent vision for a way
forward.
Big Little Lies by Lianne Moriarty 512 p
A horrible act of violence occurs at the Pirriwee Public School’s trivia night fundraiser for parents, but what happened and
who was involved? The novel begins six months before that fateful evening and lets us in on the lives of single mother
Jane, twice-married Madeline, and Celeste, who secretly suffers from domestic abuse.
Born A Crime by Trevor Noah 288 p
Trevor Noah’s unlikely path from apartheid South Africa to the desk of The Daily Show began with a criminal act: his birth.
Trevor was born to a white Swiss father and a black Xhosa mother at a time when such a union was punishable by five
years in prison. Living proof of his parents’ indiscretion, Trevor was kept mostly indoors for the earliest years of his life,
bound by the extreme and often absurd measures his mother took to hide him from a government that could, at any
moment, steal him away. Finally liberated by the end of South Africa’s tyrannical white rule, Trevor and his mother set
forth on a grand adventure, living openly and freely and embracing the opportunities won by a centuries-long struggle.
Born a Crime is the story of a mischievous young boy who grows into a restless young man as he struggles to find himself
in a world where he was never supposed to exist. It is also the story of that young man’s relationship with his fearless,
rebellious, and fervently religious mother—his teammate, a woman determined to save her son from the cycle of poverty,
violence, and abuse that would ultimately threaten her own life.
The stories collected here are by turns hilarious, dramatic, and deeply affecting. Whether subsisting on caterpillars for
dinner during hard times, being thrown from a moving car during an attempted kidnapping, or just trying to survive the lifeand-death pitfalls of dating in high school, Trevor illuminates his curious world with an incisive wit and unflinching honesty.
His stories weave together to form a moving and searingly funny portrait of a boy making his way through a damaged
world in a dangerous time, armed only with a keen sense of humor and a mother’s unconventional, unconditional love.
The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown 404 p
For readers of Unbroken, out of the depths of the Depression comes an irresistible story about beating the odds and
finding hope in the most desperate of times—the improbable, intimate account of how nine working-class boys from the
American West showed the world at the 1936 Olympics in Berlin what true grit really meant.
It was an unlikely quest from the start. With a team composed of the sons of loggers, shipyard workers, and farmers, the
University of Washington’s eight-oar crew team was never expected to defeat the elite teams of the East Coast and Great
Britain, yet they did, going on to shock the world by defeating the German team rowing for Adolf Hitler. The emotional
heart of the tale lies with Joe Rantz, a teenager without family or prospects, who rows not only to regain his shattered selfregard but also to find a real place for himself in the world. Drawing on the boys’ own journals and vivid memories of a
once-in-a-lifetime shared dream, Brown has created an unforgettable portrait of an era, a celebration of a remarkable
achievement, and a chronicle of one extraordinary young man’s personal quest.
Breaking Night by Liz Murray 352 p
Liz Murray was born to loving but drug-addicted parents in the Bronx. In school she was taunted for her dirty clothing and
lice-infested hair, eventually skipping so many classes that she was put into a girls' home. At age fifteen, Liz found herself
on the streets when her family finally unraveled. She learned to scrape by, foraging for food and riding subways all night
to have a warm place to sleep.
When Liz's mother died of AIDS, she decided to take control of her own destiny and go back to high school, often
completing her assignments in the hallways and subway stations where she slept. Liz squeezed four years of high school
into two, while homeless; won a New York Times scholarship; and made it into the Ivy League. Breaking Night is an
unforgettable and beautifully written story of one young woman's indomitable spirit to survive and prevail, against all odds.
Burial Rites by Hannah Kent 352 p
Set against Iceland's stark landscape, Hannah Kent brings to vivid life the story of Agnes, who, charged with the brutal
murder of her former master, is sent to an isolated farm to await execution.
Horrified at the prospect of housing a convicted murderer, the family at first avoids Agnes. Only Tóti, a priest Agnes has

mysteriously chosen to be her spiritual guardian, seeks to understand her. But as Agnes's death looms, the farmer's wife
and their daughters learn there is another side to the sensational story they've heard.
Riveting and rich with lyricism, Burial Rites evokes a dramatic existence in a distant time and place, and asks the
question: How can one woman hope to endure when her life depends upon the stories told by others?
Call Me Zelda by Erika Robuck 326 p
From New York to Paris, Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald reigned as king and queen of the Jazz Age, seeming to float on
champagne bubbles above the mundane cares of the world. But to those who truly knew them, the endless parties were
only a distraction from their inner turmoil, and from a love that united them with a scorching intensity.
When Zelda is committed to a Baltimore psychiatric clinic in 1932, vacillating between lucidity and madness in her
struggle to forge an identity separate from her husband, the famous writer, she finds a sympathetic friend in her nurse,
Anna Howard. Held captive by her own tragic past, Anna is increasingly drawn into the Fitzgeralds’ tumultuous
relationship. As she becomes privy to Zelda’s most intimate confessions, written in a secret memoir meant only for her,
Anna begins to wonder which Fitzgerald is the true genius. But in taking ever greater emotional risks to save Zelda, Anna
may end up paying a far higher price than she intended....
Can’t We Talk About Something More Pleasant by Roz Chast 228 p
In her first memoir, New Yorker cartoonist Roz Chast brings her signature wit to the topic of aging parents. Spanning the
last several years of their lives and told through four-color cartoons, family photos, and documents, and a narrative as rife
with laughs as it is with tears, Chast’s memoir is both comfort and comic relief for anyone experiencing the life-altering
loss of elderly parents. While the particulars are Chast-ian in their idiosyncrasies--an anxious father who had relied heavily
on his wife for stability as he slipped into dementia and a former assistant principal mother whose overbearing personality
had sidelined Roz for decades--the themes are universal: adult children accepting a parental role; aging and unstable
parents leaving a family home for an institution; dealing with uncomfortable physical intimacies; and hiring strangers to
provide the most personal care. An amazing portrait of two lives at their end and an only child coping as best she
can, Can't We Talk about Something More Pleasant shows the full range of Roz Chast’s talent as cartoonist and
storyteller.
The Cause: Love and War by Ellyn Baker (local author) 319 p
When the father, Jacob Prescott, who detests slavery, sells the family's northern Virginia plantation to ambitious and
wealth-seeking younger brother William, and the family moves north to Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, young Emilie takes her
dream with her. With the onset of war between North and South, the family is torn by conflicting views. Although against
slavery, Emilie's two brothers, believer's in States rights and that the South is upholding the original intent of the U.S.
Constitution, join forces with the South. Emilie, who has found true love with Thaddeus, a handsome young Gettysburg
native, is torn when her fiancé' casts his lot with Union forces.
Change of Heart by Jodi Picoult 447 p
Can we save ourselves, or do we rely on others to do it? Is what we believe always the truth? One moment June Nealon
was happily looking forward to years full of laughter and adventure with her family, and the next, she was staring into a
future that was as empty as her heart. Now her life is a waiting game. Waiting for time to heal her wounds, waiting for
justice. In short, waiting for a miracle to happen. For Shay Bourne, life holds no more surprises. The world has given him
nothing, and he has nothing to offer the world. In a heartbeat, though, something happens that changes everything for
him. Now, he has one last chance for salvation, and it lies with June's eleven-year-old daughter, Claire. But between Shay
and Claire stretches an ocean of bitter regrets, past crimes, and the rage of a mother who has lost her child. Would you
give up your vengeance against someone you hate if it meant saving someone you love? Would you want your dreams to
come true if it meant granting your enemy's dying wish? Once again, Jodi Picoult mesmerizes and enthralls readers with
this story of redemption, justice, and love.
Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein 343 p
Oct. 11th, 1943-A British spy plane crashes in Nazi-occupied France. Its pilot and passenger are best friends. One of the
girls has a chance at survival. The other has lost the game before it's barely begun. When "Verity" is arrested by the
Gestapo, she's sure she doesn't stand a chance. As a secret agent captured in enemy territory, she's living a spy's worst
nightmare. Her Nazi interrogators give her a simple choice: reveal her mission or face a grisly execution. As she intricately
weaves her confession, Verity uncovers her past, how she became friends with the pilot Maddie, and why she left Maddie
in the wrecked fuselage of their plane. On each new scrap of paper, Verity battles for her life, confronting her views on
courage, failure and her desperate hope to make it home. But will trading her secrets be enough to save her from the
enemy? A Michael L. Printz Award Honor book that was called "a fiendishly-plotted mind game of a novel" in The New
York Times, Code Name Verity is a visceral read of danger, resolve, and survival that shows just how far true friends will
go to save each other.
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time by Mark Haddon 226 p

Although gifted with a superbly logical brain, Christopher is autistic. Everyday interactions and admonishments have little
meaning for him. At fifteen, Christopher’s carefully constructed world falls apart when he finds his neighbor’s dog
Wellington impaled on a garden fork, and he is initially blamed for the killing. Christopher decides that he will track down
the real killer, and turns to his favorite fictional character, the impeccably logical Sherlock Holmes, for inspiration. But the
investigation leads him down some unexpected paths and ultimately brings him face to face with the dissolution of his
parents’ marriage. As Christopher tries to deal with the crisis within his own family, the narrative draws readers into the
workings of Christopher’s mind.
Cutting for Stone by Abraham Verghese 541 p
Marion and Shiva Stone are twin brothers born of a secret union between a beautiful Indian nun and a brash British
surgeon. Orphaned by their mother’s death and their father’s disappearance, bound together by a preternatural
connection and a shared fascination with medicine, the twins come of age as Ethiopia hovers on the brink of revolution.
Moving from Addis Ababa to New York City and back again, Cutting for Stone is an unforgettable story of love and
betrayal, medicine and ordinary miracles—and two brothers whose fates are forever intertwined.
Dead Wake by Erik Larson 430 p
From the bestselling author and master of narrative nonfiction comes the enthralling story of the sinking of the Lusitania.
It is a story that many of us think we know but don’t, and Erik Larson tells it thrillingly, switching between hunter and
hunted while painting a larger portrait of America at the height of the Progressive Era. Full of glamour and suspense,
Dead Wake brings to life a cast of evocative characters, from famed Boston bookseller Charles Lauriat to pioneering
female architect Theodate Pope to President Woodrow Wilson, a man lost to grief, dreading the widening war but also
captivated by the prospect of new love.
Defending Jacob by William Landay 421 p
Andy Barber has been an assistant district attorney in his suburban Massachusetts county for more than twenty years. He
is respected in his community, tenacious in the courtroom, and happy at home with his wife, Laurie, and son, Jacob. But
when a shocking crime shatters their New England town, Andy is blindsided by what happens next: His fourteen-year-old
son is charged with the murder of a fellow student. Every parental instinct Andy has rallies to protect his boy. Jacob insists
that he is innocent, and Andy believes him. Andy must. He’s his father. But as damning facts and shocking revelations
surface, as a marriage threatens to crumble and the trial intensifies, as the crisis reveals how little a father knows about
his son, Andy will face a trial of his own—between loyalty and justice, between truth and allegation, between a past he’s
tried to bury and a future he cannot conceive. Award-winning author William Landay has written the consummate novel of
an embattled family in crisis—a suspenseful, character-driven mystery that is also a spellbinding tale of guilt, betrayal, and
the terrifying speed at which our lives can spin out of control.
Eight Hundred Grapes by Laura Dave 288 p
There are secrets you share, and secrets you hide… What if your beloved fiancé, he of the crinkly smile and irresistible
British accent, had kept a life-changing secret from you? And what if, just a week before your dream wedding, you
discovered it?
Georgia Ford, bride-to-be, hops in her car and drives through the night, from Los Angeles to Sonoma, to her safe haven:
her family, and the acclaimed family winery. Georgia craves the company of those who know her best, and whom she
truly knows. Better yet, it’s the eve of the last harvest—the best time of the growing season, and Georgia knows she’ll find
solace—and distraction—in the familiar rituals. But when Georgia arrives home, nothing is at all familiar. Her parents, her
brothers, the family business, are all unrecognizable. It seems her fiancé isn’t the only one who’s been keeping secrets…
Eight Hundred Grapes is a story about the messy realities of family, the strength (and weaknesses) of romantic love, and
the importance of finding a place to call home.
The End of Your Life Book Club by Will Schwalbe 336 p
This is the inspiring true story of a son and his mother, who start a “book club” that brings them together as her life comes
to a close. Over the next two years, Will and Mary Anne carry on conversations that are both wide-ranging and deeply
personal, prompted by an eclectic array of books and a shared passion for reading. Their list jumps from classic to
popular, from poetry to mysteries, from fantastic to spiritual. The issues they discuss include questions of faith and
courage as well as everyday topics such as expressing gratitude and learning to listen. Throughout, they are constantly
reminded of the power of books to comfort us, astonish us, teach us, and tell us what we need to do with our lives and in
the world. Reading isn’t the opposite of doing; it’s the opposite of dying.
Everything I Never Told You by Celeste Ng 297 p
“Lydia is dead. But they don’t know this yet.” So begins this exquisite novel about a Chinese American family living in
1970s small-town Ohio. Lydia is the favorite child of Marilyn and James Lee, and her parents are determined that she will
fulfill the dreams they were unable to pursue. But when Lydia’s body is found in the local lake, the delicate balancing act
that has been keeping the Lee family together is destroyed, tumbling them into chaos. A profoundly moving story of
family, secrets, and longing, Everything I Never Told You is both a gripping page-turner and a sensitive family portrait,

uncovering the ways in which mothers and daughters, fathers and sons, and husbands and wives struggle, all their lives,
to understand one another.
Evicted by Matthew Desmond 432 p
In Evicted, Harvard sociologist and MacArthur “Genius” Matthew Desmond follows eight families in Milwaukee as they
struggle to keep a roof over their heads. Hailed as “wrenching and revelatory” (The Nation), “vivid and unsettling” (New
York Review of Books), Evicted transforms our understanding of poverty and economic exploitation while providing fresh
ideas for solving one of 21st-century America’s most devastating problems. Its unforgettable scenes of hope and loss
remind us of the centrality of home, without which nothing else is possible.
The Girls by Emma Cline 368 p
Northern California, during the violent end of the 1960s. At the start of summer, a lonely and thoughtful teenager, Evie
Boyd, sees a group of girls in the park, and is immediately caught by their freedom, their careless dress, their dangerous
aura of abandon. Soon, Evie is in thrall to Suzanne, a mesmerizing older girl, and is drawn into the circle of a soon-to-be
infamous cult and the man who is its charismatic leader. Hidden in the hills, their sprawling ranch is eerie and run down,
but to Evie, it is exotic, thrilling, charged—a place where she feels desperate to be accepted. As she spends more time
away from her mother and the rhythms of her daily life, and as her obsession with Suzanne intensifies, Evie does not
realize she is coming closer and closer to unthinkable violence.
The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls 288 p
Jeannette Walls grew up with parents whose ideals and stubborn nonconformity were both their curse and their salvation.
Rex and Rose Mary Walls had four children. In the beginning, they lived like nomads, moving among Southwest desert
towns, camping in the mountains. Rex was a charismatic, brilliant man who, when sober, captured his children's
imagination, teaching them physics, geology, and above all, how to embrace life fearlessly. Rose Mary, who painted and
wrote and couldn't stand the responsibility of providing for her family, called herself an "excitement addict." Cooking a
meal that would be consumed in fifteen minutes had no appeal when she could make a painting that might last forever.
Later, when the money ran out, or the romance of the wandering life faded, the Walls retreated to the dismal West Virginia
mining town -- and the family -- Rex Walls had done everything he could to escape. He drank. He stole the grocery money
and disappeared for days. As the dysfunction of the family escalated, Jeannette and her brother and sisters had to fend
for themselves, supporting one another as they weathered their parents' betrayals and, finally, found the resources and
will to leave home.
Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee 278 p
From Harper Lee comes a landmark new novel set two decades after her beloved Pulitzer Prize–winning masterpiece, To
Kill a Mockingbird.
Maycomb, Alabama. Twenty-six-year-old Jean Louise Finch—"Scout"—returns home from New York City to visit her
aging father, Atticus. Set against the backdrop of the civil rights tensions and political turmoil that were transforming the
South, Jean Louise's homecoming turns bittersweet when she learns disturbing truths about her close-knit family, the
town, and the people dearest to her. Memories from her childhood flood back, and her values and assumptions are
thrown into doubt. Featuring many of the iconic characters from To Kill a Mockingbird, Go Set a Watchman perfectly
captures a young woman, and a world, in painful yet necessary transition out of the illusions of the past—a journey that
can only be guided by one's own conscience.
Written in the mid-1950s, Go Set a Watchman imparts a fuller, richer understanding and appreciation of Harper Lee. Here
is an unforgettable novel of wisdom, humanity, passion, humor, and effortless precision—a profoundly affecting work of
art that is both wonderfully evocative of another era and relevant to our own times. It not only confirms the enduring
brilliance of To Kill a Mockingbird, but also serves as its essential companion, adding depth, context, and new meaning to
an American classic.
The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt 771 p
Theo Decker, a 13-year-old New Yorker, miraculously survives an accident that kills his mother. Abandoned by his father,
Theo is taken in by the family of a wealthy friend. Bewildered by his strange new home on Park Avenue, disturbed by
schoolmates who don't know how to talk to him, and tormented above all by his longing for his mother, he clings to the
one thing that reminds him of her: a small, mysteriously captivating painting that ultimately draws Theo into the
underworld of art.
As an adult, Theo moves silkily between the drawing rooms of the rich and the dusty labyrinth of an antiques store where
he works. He is alienated and in love--and at the center of a narrowing, ever more dangerous circle.
The Goldfinch is a mesmerizing, stay-up-all-night and tell-all-your-friends triumph, an old-fashioned story of loss and
obsession, survival and self-invention, and the ruthless machinations of fate.
Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn 419 p
One of the most critically acclaimed suspense writers of our time, New York Times bestseller Gillian Flynn takes that
statement to its darkest place in this unputdownable masterpiece about a marriage gone terribly, terribly wrong. The

Chicago Tribune proclaimed that her work “draws you in and keeps you reading with the force of a pure but nasty
addiction.” Gone Girl’s toxic mix of sharp-edged wit and deliciously chilling prose creates a nerve-fraying thriller that
confounds you at every turn. On a warm summer morning in North Carthage, Missouri, it is Nick and Amy Dunne’s fifth
wedding anniversary. Presents are being wrapped and reservations are being made when Nick’s clever and beautiful wife
disappears from their rented McMansion on the Mississippi River. Husband-of-the-Year Nick isn’t doing himself any favors
with cringe-worthy daydreams about the slope and shape of his wife’s head, but passages from Amy's diary reveal the
alpha-girl perfectionist could have put anyone dangerously on edge. Under mounting pressure from the police and the
media—as well as Amy’s fiercely doting parents—the town golden boy parades an endless series of lies, deceits, and
inappropriate behavior. Nick is oddly evasive, and he’s definitely bitter—but is he really a killer? As the cops close in,
every couple in town is soon wondering how well they know the one that they love. With his twin sister, Margo, at his side,
Nick stands by his innocence. Trouble is, if Nick didn’t do it, where is that beautiful wife? And what was in that silvery gift
box hidden in the back of her bedroom closet?

The Good Earth by Pearl S. Buck 316 p
This great modern classic depicts life in China at a time before the vast political and social upheavals transformed an
essentially agrarian country into a world power. Nobel Prize-winner Pearl S. Buck traces the whole cycle of life--its terrors,
its passions, its ambitions, and rewards.
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society by Mary Ann Shaffer 277 p
London is emerging from the shadow of the Second World War, and writer Juliet Ashton is looking for her next book
subject. Who could imagine that she would find it in a letter from a man she’s never met, a native of the island of
Guernsey, who has come across her name written inside a book by Charles Lamb. As Juliet and her new correspondent
exchange letters, Juliet is drawn into the world of this man and his friends—and what a wonderfully eccentric world it is.
The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society—born as a spur-of-the-moment alibi when its members were
discovered breaking curfew by the Germans occupying their island—boasts a charming, funny, deeply human cast of
characters, from pig farmers to phrenologists, literature lovers all. Juliet begins a remarkable correspondence with the
society’s members, learning about their island, their taste in books, and the impact the recent German occupation has had
on their lives. Captivated by their stories, she sets sail for Guernsey, and what she finds will change her forever. Written
with warmth and humor as a series of letters, this novel is a celebration of the written word in all its guises, and of finding
connection in the most surprising ways.
H is for Hawk by Helen MacDonald 300 p
The instant New York Times bestseller and award-winning sensation, Helen Macdonald's story of adopting and raising
one of nature's most vicious predators has soared into the hearts of millions of readers worldwide. Fierce and feral, her
goshawk Mabel's temperament mirrors Helen's own state of grief after her father's death, and together raptor and human
"discover the pain and beauty of being alive" (People). H Is for Hawk is a genre-defying debut from one of our most
unique and transcendent voices.
Habits of the House by Fay Weldon 314 p
As the Season of 1899 comes to an end, the world is poised on the brink of profound, irrevocable change. The Earl of
Dilberne is facing serious financial concerns. The ripple effects spread to everyone in the household: Lord Robert, who
has gambled unwisely on the stock market and seeks a place in the Cabinet; his unmarried children, Arthur, who keeps a
courtesan, and Rosina, who keeps a parrot in her bedroom; Lord Robert’s wife Isobel, who orders the affairs of the
household in Belgrave Square; and Grace, the lady’s maid who orders the life of her mistress.
The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas 444 p
Sixteen-year-old Starr Carter moves between two worlds: the poor neighborhood where she lives and the fancy suburban
prep school she attends. The uneasy balance between these worlds is shattered when Starr witnesses the fatal shooting
of her childhood best friend Khalil at the hands of a police officer. Khalil was unarmed. Soon afterward, his death is a
national headline. Some are calling him a thug, maybe even a drug dealer and a gangbanger. Protesters are taking to the
streets in Khalil’s name. Some cops and the local drug lord try to intimidate Starr and her family. What everyone wants to
know is: what really went down that night? And the only person alive who can answer that is Starr. But what Starr does—
or does not—say could upend her community. It could also endanger her life.
The Heart is a Lonely Hunter by Carson McCullers 273 p
With the publication of her first novel, Carson McCullers, all of twenty-three, became a literary sensation. With its profound
sense of moral isolation and its compassionate glimpses into its characters' inner lives, the novel is considered McCullers'
finest work, an enduring masterpiece first published by Houghton Mifflin in 1940. At its center is the deaf-mute John
Singer, who becomes the confidant for various types of misfits in a Georgia mill town during the 1930s. Each one yearns
for escape from small town life. When Singer's mute companion goes insane, Singer moves into the Kelly house, where
Mick Kelly, the book's heroine (and loosely based on McCullers), finds solace in her music. Wonderfully attuned to the

spiritual isolation that underlies the human condition, and with a deft sense for racial tensions in the South, McCullers
spins a haunting, unforgettable story that gives voice to the rejected, the forgotten, and the mistreated -- and, through
Mick Kelly, gives voice to the quiet, intensely personal search for beauty.
Hidden Figures by Margot Shetterly 346 p
The phenomenal true story of the black female mathematicians at NASA at the leading edge of the feminist and civil rights
movement, whose calculations helped fuel some of America's greatest achievements in space-a powerful, revelatory
contribution that is as essential to our understanding of race, discrimination, and achievement in modern America as
Between the World and Me and The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks.
Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance 264 p
From a former marine and Yale Law School graduate, a powerful account of growing up in a poor Rust Belt town that
offers a broader, probing look at the struggles of America’s white working class Hillbilly Elegy is a passionate and
personal analysis of a culture in crisis—that of white working-class Americans. The decline of this group, a demographic
of our country that has been slowly disintegrating over forty years, has been reported on with growing frequency and
alarm, but has never before been written about as searingly from the inside. J. D. Vance tells the true story of what a
social, regional, and class decline feels like when you were born with it hung around your neck. The Vance family story
begins hopefully in postwar America. J. D.’s grandparents were “dirt poor and in love,” and moved north from Kentucky’s
Appalachia region to Ohio in the hopes of escaping the dreadful poverty around them. They raised a middle-class family,
and eventually their grandchild (the author) would graduate from Yale Law School, a conventional marker of their success
in achieving generational upward mobility. But as the family saga of Hillbilly Elegy plays out, we learn that this is only the
short, superficial version. Vance’s grandparents, aunt, uncle, sister, and, most of all, his mother, struggled profoundly with
the demands of their new middle-class life, and were never able to fully escape the legacy of abuse, alcoholism, poverty,
and trauma so characteristic of their part of America. Vance piercingly shows how he himself still carries around the
demons of their chaotic family history. A deeply moving memoir with its share of humor and vividly colorful figures, Hillbilly
Elegy is the story of how upward mobility really feels. And it is an urgent and troubling meditation on the loss of the
American dream for a large segment of this country.
Hold Still by Sally Mann 482 p
A revealing and beautifully written memoir and family history from acclaimed photographer Sally Mann.
In this groundbreaking book, a unique interplay of narrative and image, Mann's preoccupation with family, race, mortality,
and the storied landscape of the American South are revealed as almost genetically predetermined, written into her DNA
by the family history that precedes her.
Sorting through boxes of family papers and yellowed photographs she finds more than she bargained for: "deceit and
scandal, alcohol, domestic abuse, car crashes, bogeymen, clandestine affairs, dearly loved and disputed family land . . .
racial complications, vast sums of money made and lost, the return of the prodigal son, and maybe even bloody murder."
In lyrical prose and startlingly revealing photographs, she crafts a totally original form of personal history that has the
page-turning drama of a great novel but is firmly rooted in the fertile soil of her own life.
Homegoing by Yaa Gyasi 320 p
The unforgettable New York Times best seller begins with the story of two half-sisters, separated by forces beyond their
control: one sold into slavery, the other married to a British slaver. Written with tremendous sweep and
power, Homegoing traces the generations of family who follow, as their destinies lead them through two continents and
three hundred years of history, each life indeliably drawn, as the legacy of slavery is fully revealed in light of the present
day.
Housekeeping by Marilynne Robinson 219 p
Their lives spun off the tilting world like thread off a spindle," says Ruthie, the novel's narrator. The same may be said of
Becket Royce's subtle, low-keyed reading. The interwoven themes of loss and love, longing and loneliness, the wanting
never subsided, require a cool, almost impersonal touch. Royce narrates natural and manmade catastrophe and ruin as
the author offers them: with a sort of watery vagueness engulfing extraordinary events. Occasionally this leads Royce to
sound sleepy or to glide over humor. But she expresses Ruthie's story without any irksome effort to sound childlike, and
she avoids the pitfall of dramatizing other characters, such as the awkward sheriff, the whispery insubstantiality of Aunt
Sylvie or the ladies bearing casseroles to lure Ruthie away from Aunt Sylvie and into their concept of normality.
The Hundred-Foot Journey by Richard C. Morais 245 p
Born above his grandfather’s modest restaurant in Mumbai, Hassan first experienced life through intoxicating whiffs of
spicy fish curry, trips to the local markets, and gourmet outings with his mother. But when tragedy pushes the family out of
India, they console themselves by eating their way around the world, eventually settling in Lumière, a small village in the
French Alps.
The boisterous Haji family takes Lumière by storm. They open an inexpensive Indian restaurant opposite an esteemed
French relais—that of the famous chef Madame Mallory—and infuse the sleepy town with the spices of India, transforming

the lives of its eccentric villagers and infuriating their celebrated neighbor. Only after Madame Mallory wages culinary war
with the immigrant family, does she finally agree to mentor young Hassan, leading him to Paris, the launch of his own
restaurant, and a slew of new adventures.
The Husband’s Secret by Liane Moriarty 396 p
Imagine that your husband wrote you a letter, to be opened after his death. Imagine, too, that the letter contains his
deepest, darkest secret—something with the potential to destroy not just the life you built together, but the lives of others
as well. Imagine, then, that you stumble across that letter while your husband is still very much alive. . . .
Cecilia Fitzpatrick has achieved it all—she’s an incredibly successful businesswoman, a pillar of her small community, and
a devoted wife and mother. Her life is as orderly and spotless as her home. But that letter is about to change everything,
and not just for her: Rachel and Tess barely know Cecilia—or each other—but they too are about to feel the earthshattering repercussions of her husband’s secret. Acclaimed author Liane Moriarty has written a gripping, thoughtprovoking novel about how well it is really possible to know our spouses—and, ultimately, ourselves.
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 381 p
Henrietta Lacks, a poor Southern tobacco farmer, was buried in an unmarked grave sixty years ago. Yet her cells - taken
without her knowledge - became one of the most important tools in medical research. Known to science as HeLa, the first
"immortal" human cells grown in culture are still alive today, and have been bought and sold by the millions. Rebecca
Skloot takes us on an extraordinary journey from the "colored" ward of Johns Hopkins Hospital in the 1950s to East
Baltimore today, where Henrietta's family struggles with her legacy.
In a Dark, Dark Wood by Ruth Ware 352 p
When reclusive writer Leonora is invited to the English countryside for a weekend away, she reluctantly agrees to make
the trip. But as the first night falls, revelations unfold among friends old and new, an unnerving memory shatters Leonora’s
reserve, and a haunting realization creeps in: the party is not alone in the woods.
The Invention of Wings by Sue Monk Kidd 373 p
Hetty “Handful” Grimke, an urban slave in early nineteenth century Charleston, yearns for life beyond the suffocating walls
that enclose her within the wealthy Grimke household. The Grimke’s daughter, Sarah, has known from an early age she is
meant to do something large in the world, but she is hemmed in by the limits imposed on women.
Kidd’s sweeping novel is set in motion on Sarah’s eleventh birthday, when she is given ownership of ten year old Handful,
who is to be her handmaid. We follow their remarkable journeys over the next thirty five years, as both strive for a life of
their own, dramatically shaping each other’s destinies and forming a complex relationship marked by guilt, defiance,
estrangement and the uneasy ways of love.
I Shall be Near to You by Erin Lindsay McCabe 304 p
Rosetta doesn't want her new husband, Jeremiah, to enlist, but he joins up, hoping to make enough money that they'll be
able to afford their own farm someday. When Jeremiah leaves, Rosetta decides her true place is by his side, no matter
what that means, and follows him into war.
Rich with historical details and inspired by the many women who fought in the Civil War while disguised as men, I Shall
Be Near To You is a courageous adventure, a woman's search for meaning and individuality, and a poignant story of
enduring love.
Julie and Romeo by Jeanne Ray 227 p
This deliciously funny and wickedly sexy novel of love found and love threatened tells the story of Romeo Cacciamani and
Julie Roseman, who fall in love, despite the fact that their families have hated each other for as long as anyone can
remember.
The Kitchen House by Kathleen Grissom 368 p
When a white servant girl violates the order of plantation society, she unleashes a tragedy that exposes the worst and
best in the people she has come to call her family.
Orphaned while onboard ship from Ireland, seven-year-old Lavinia arrives on the steps of a tobacco plantation where she
is to live and work with the slaves of the kitchen house. Under the care of Belle, the master's illegitimate daughter, Lavinia
becomes deeply bonded to her adopted family, though she is set apart from them by her white skin. Eventually, Lavinia is
accepted into the world of the big house, where the master is absent and the mistress battles opium addiction. Lavinia
finds herself perilously straddling two very different worlds. When she is forced to make a choice, loyalties are brought into
question, dangerous truths are laid bare, and lives are put at risk.
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 324 p
The Kite Runner is the unforgettable, beautifully told story of the friendship between two boys growing up in Kabul. Raised
in the same household and sharing the same wet nurse, Amir and Hassan nonetheless grow up in different worlds; Amir
is the son of a prominent and wealthy man, while Hassan, the son of Amir's father's servant, is a Hazara, member of a

shunned ethnic minority. Their intertwined lives, and their fates, reflect the eventual tragedy of the world around them.
When the Soviets invade and Amir and his father flee the country for a new life in California, Amir thinks that he has
escaped his past. And yet he cannot leave the memory of Hassan behind him." "The Kite Runner is a novel about
friendship, betrayal, and the price of loyalty.
The Language of Flowers by Vanessa Diffenbaugh 322 p
The Victorian language of flowers was used to convey romantic expressions: honeysuckle for devotion, asters for
patience, and red roses for love. But for Victoria Jones, it’s been more useful in communicating mistrust and solitude.
After a childhood spent in the foster-care system, she is unable to get close to anybody, and her only connection to the
world is through flowers and their meanings. Now eighteen and emancipated from the system with nowhere to go, Victoria
realizes she has a gift for helping others through the flowers she chooses for them. But an unexpected encounter with a
mysterious stranger has her questioning what’s been missing in her life. And when she’s forced to confront a painful
secret from her past, she must decide whether it’s worth risking everything for a second chance at happiness.
The Last Letter from your Lover by Jojo Moyes 390 p
The Last Letter from your Lover is a sophisticated, spellbinding double love story that spans decades and thrillingly
evokes a bygone era. In 1960, Jennifer Stirling wakes in the hospital and remembers nothing—not the car accident that
put her there, not her wealthy husband, not even her own name. Searching for clues, she finds an impassioned letter,
signed simply "B," from a man for whom she seemed willing to risk everything. In 2003, journalist Ellie Haworth stumbles
upon the letter and becomes obsessed with learning the unknown lovers’ fate—hoping it will inspire her own happy
ending. Remarkably moving, this is a novel for romantics of every age.
The Life-Changing Magic of Tidying Up by Marie Kondo 213 p
Despite constant efforts to declutter your home, do papers still accumulate like snowdrifts and clothes pile up like a
tangled mess of noodles?
Japanese cleaning consultant Marie Kondo takes tidying to a whole new level, promising that if you properly simplify and
organize your home once, you’ll never have to do it again. Most methods advocate a room-by-room or little-by-little
approach, which doom you to pick away at your piles of stuff forever. The KonMari Method, with its revolutionary
category-by-category system, leads to lasting results. In fact, none of Kondo’s clients have lapsed (and she still has a
three-month waiting list).
With detailed guidance for determining which items in your house “spark joy” (and which don’t), this international
bestseller featuring Tokyo’s newest lifestyle phenomenon will help you clear your clutter and enjoy the unique magic of a
tidy home—and the calm, motivated mindset it can inspire.
The Life List by Lori Nelson Spielman 354 p
Brett Bohlinger seems to have it all: a plum job, a spacious loft, an irresistibly handsome boyfriend. All in all, a charmed
life. That is, until her beloved mother passes away, leaving behind a will with one big stipulation: In order to receive her
inheritance, Brett must first complete the life list of goals she’d written when she was a naïve girl of fourteen. Griefstricken, Brett can barely make sense of her mother’s decision—her childhood dreams don’t resemble her ambitions at
age thirty-four in the slightest. Some seem impossible. How can she possibly have a relationship with a father who died
seven years ago? Other goals (Be an awesome teacher!) would require her to reinvent her entire future. As Brett
reluctantly embarks on a perplexing journey in search of her adolescent dreams, one thing becomes clear. Sometimes
life’s sweetest gifts can be found in the most unexpected places.
The Light Between Oceans by M.L. Stedman 345 p
After four harrowing years on the Western Front, Tom Sherbourne returns to Australia and takes a job as the lighthouse
keeper on Janus Rock, nearly half a day’s journey from the coast. To this isolated island, where the supply boat comes
once a season and shore leaves are granted every other year at best, Tom brings a young, bold, and loving wife, Isabel.
Years later, after two miscarriages and one stillbirth, the grieving Isabel hears a baby’s cries on the wind. A boat has
washed up onshore carrying a dead man and a living baby girl. Against Tom’s judgment, they claim her as their own and
name her Lucy. When she is two, Tom and Isabel return to the mainland and are reminded that there are other people in
the world. Stedman’s mesmerizing, beautifully written novel seduces us into accommodating Isabel’s decision to keep
this “gift from God.” And we are swept into a story about extraordinarily compelling characters seeking to find their North
Star in a world where there is no right answer, where justice for one person is another’s tragic loss. .
Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng 338 p
From the bestselling author of Everything I Never Told You, a riveting novel that traces the intertwined fates of the pictureperfect Richardson family and the enigmatic mother and daughter who upend their lives.
In Shaker Heights, a placid, progressive suburb of Cleveland, everything is planned – from the layout of the winding
roads, to the colors of the houses, to the successful lives its residents will go on to lead. And no one embodies this spirit
more than Elena Richardson, whose guiding principle is playing by the rules.
Enter Mia Warren – an enigmatic artist and single mother – who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her teenaged daughter

Pearl, and rents a house from the Richardsons. Soon Mia and Pearl become more than tenants: all four Richardson
children are drawn to the mother-daughter pair. But Mia carries with her a mysterious past and a disregard for the status
quo that threatens to upend this carefully ordered community.
When old family friends of the Richardsons attempt to adopt a Chinese-American baby, a custody battle erupts that
dramatically divides the town--and puts Mia and Elena on opposing sides. Suspicious of Mia and her motives, Elena is
determined to uncover the secrets in Mia's past. But her obsession will come at unexpected and devastating costs.
Little Fires Everywhere explores the weight of secrets, the nature of art and identity, and the ferocious pull of motherhood
– and the danger of believing that following the rules can avert disaster.
Loving Frank by Nancy Horan 362 p
I have been standing on the side of life, watching it float by. I want to swim in the river. I want to feel the current. So writes
Mamah Borthwick Cheney in her diary as she struggles to justify her clandestine love affair with Frank Lloyd Wright. Four
years earlier, in 1903, Mamah and her husband, Edwin, had commissioned the renowned architect to design a new home
for them. During the construction of the house, a powerful attraction developed between Mamah and Frank, and in time
the lovers, each married with children, embarked on a course that would shock Chicago society and forever change their
lives. In this ambitious debut novel, fact and fiction blend together brilliantly. While scholars have largely relegated Mamah
to a footnote in the life of America’s greatest architect, author Nancy Horan gives full weight to their dramatic love story
and illuminates Cheney’s profound influence on Wright. Drawing on years of research, Horan weaves little-known facts
into a compelling narrative, vividly portraying the conflicts and struggles of a woman forced to choose between the roles of
mother, wife, lover, and intellectual. Horan’s Mamah is a woman seeking to find her own place, her own creative calling in
the world. Mamah’s is an unforgettable journey marked by choices that reshape her notions of love and responsibility,
leading inexorably ultimately to this novel’s stunning conclusion. Elegantly written and remarkably rich in detail, Loving
Frank is a fitting tribute to a courageous woman, a national icon, and their timeless love story.
Madame Picasso by Anne Girard 411 p
When Eva Gouel moves to Paris from the countryside, she is full of ambition and dreams of stardom. Though young and
inexperienced, she manages to find work as a costumer at the famous Moulin Rouge, and it is here that she first catches
the attention of Pablo Picasso, a rising star in the art world.
A brilliant but eccentric artist, Picasso sets his sights on Eva, and Eva can't help but be drawn into his web. But what
starts as a torrid affair soon evolves into what will become the first great love of Picasso's life.
With sparkling insight and passion, Madame Picasso introduces us to a dazzling heroine, taking us from the salon of
Gertrude Stein to the glamorous Moulin Rouge and inside the studio and heart of one of the most enigmatic and iconic
artists of the twentieth century.
Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand by Helen Simonson 358 p
In the small village of Edgecombe St. Mary in the English countryside lives Major Ernest Pettigrew (retired), the unlikely
hero of Helen Simonson’s wondrous debut. Wry, courtly, opinionated, and completely endearing, the Major leads a quiet
life valuing the proper things that Englishmen have lived by for generations: honor, duty, decorum, and a properly brewed
cup of tea. But then his brother’s death sparks an unexpected friendship with Mrs. Jasmina Ali, the Pakistani shopkeeper
from the village. Drawn together by their shared love of literature and the loss of their spouses, the Major and Mrs. Ali
soon find their friendship blossoming into something more. But village society insists on embracing him as the
quintessential local and regarding her as the permanent foreigner. Can their relationship survive the risks one takes when
pursuing happiness in the face of culture and tradition?
A Man Called Ove by Fredrik Backman 337 p
Meet Ove. He’s a curmudgeon—the kind of man who points at people he dislikes as if they were burglars caught outside
his bedroom window. He has staunch principles, strict routines, and a short fuse. People call him “the bitter neighbor from
hell.” But must Ove be bitter just because he doesn’t walk around with a smile plastered to his face all the time?
Behind the cranky exterior there is a story and a sadness. So when one November morning a chatty young couple with
two chatty young daughters move in next door and accidentally flatten Ove’s mailbox, it is the lead-in to a comical and
heartwarming tale of unkempt cats, unexpected friendship, and the ancient art of backing up a U-Haul. All of which will
change one cranky old man and a local residents’ association to their very foundations.
A feel-good story in the spirit of The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry and Major Pettigrew’s Last Stand, Fredrik
Backman’s novel about the angry old man next door is a thoughtful exploration of the profound impact one life has on
countless others. “If there was an award for ‘Most Charming Book of the Year,’ this first novel by a Swedish bloggerturned-overnight-sensation would win hands down.”
The Martian by Andy Weir 369 p
Six days ago, astronaut Mark Watney became one of the first people to walk on Mars.
Now, he's sure he'll be the first person to die there.
After a dust storm nearly kills him and forces his crew to evacuate while thinking him dead, Mark finds himself stranded
and completely alone with no way to even signal Earth that he’s alive—and even if he could get word out, his supplies

would be gone long before a rescue could arrive.
Chances are, though, he won't have time to starve to death. The damaged machinery, unforgiving environment, or plainold "human error" are much more likely to kill him first.
But Mark isn't ready to give up yet. Drawing on his ingenuity, his engineering skills—and a relentless, dogged refusal to
quit—he steadfastly confronts one seemingly insurmountable obstacle after the next. Will his resourcefulness be enough
to overcome the impossible odds against him?
Me Before You by Jojo Moyes 369 p
They had nothing in common until love gave them everything to lose . . . Louisa Clark is an ordinary girl living an
exceedingly ordinary life—steady boyfriend, close family—who has barely been farther afield than their tiny village. She
takes a badly needed job working for ex–Master of the Universe Will Traynor, who is wheelchair bound after an accident.
Will has always lived a huge life—big deals, extreme sports, worldwide travel—and now he’s pretty sure he cannot live the
way he is. Will is acerbic, moody, bossy—but Lou refuses to treat him with kid gloves, and soon his happiness means
more to her than she expected. When she learns that Will has shocking plans of his own, she sets out to show him that
life is still worth living. A Love Story for this generation, Me Before You brings to life two people who couldn’t have less in
common—a heartbreakingly romantic novel that asks, What do you do when making the person you love happy also
means breaking your own heart?
Mind of Winter by Laura Kasischke 276 p
On a snowy Christmas morning, Holly Judge awakens with the fragments of a nightmare floating on the edge of her
consciousness. Something followed them from Russia. Thirteen years ago, she and her husband Eric adopted baby Tatty,
their pretty, black-haired Rapunzel, from the Pokrovka Orphanage #2. Now, at fifteen, Tatiana is more beautiful than
ever—and disturbingly erratic.
As a blizzard rages outside, Holly and Tatiana are alone. With each passing hour, Tatiana’s mood darkens, and her
behavior becomes increasingly frightening . . . until Holly finds she no longer recognizes her daughter.
Montana 1948 by Larry Watson 175 p
“From the summer of my twelfth year I carry a series of images more vivid and lasting than any others of my boyhood and
indelible beyond all attempts the years make to erase or fade them… “ So begins David Hayden’s story of what happened
in Montana in 1948. The events of that cataclysmic summer permanently alter twelve-year-old David’s understanding of
his family: his father, a small-town sheriff; his remarkably strong mother; David’s uncle Frank, a war hero and respected
doctor; and the Haydens’ Sioux housekeeper, Marie Little Soldier, whose revelations turn the family’s life upside down as
she relates how Frank has been molesting his female Indian patients. As their story unravels around David, he learns that
truth is not what one believes it to be, that power is abused, and that sometimes one has to choose between family loyalty
and justice.
Motherland by Maria Hummel 375 p
Motherland is inspired by stories from author Maria Hummel’s father and his German childhood, and letters between her
grandparents that were hidden in an attic wall for fifty years. It is the author’s attempt to reckon with the paradox of her
father—a product of her grandparents’ fiercely protective love and their status as Mitläufer, Germans who “went along”
with Nazism, reaping its benefits and later paying the consequences.
My Brilliant Friend by Elena Ferrante 331 p
A modern masterpiece from one of Italy’s most acclaimed authors, My Brilliant Friend is a rich, intense, and generoushearted story about two friends, Elena and Lila. Ferrante’s inimitable style lends itself perfectly to a meticulous portrait of
these two women that is also the story of a nation and a touching meditation on the nature of friendship.
The story begins in the 1950s, in a poor but vibrant neighborhood on the outskirts of Naples. Growing up on these tough
streets the two girls learn to rely on each other ahead of anyone or anything else. As they grow, as their paths repeatedly
diverge and converge, Elena and Lila remain best friends whose respective destinies are reflected and refracted in the
other. They are likewise the embodiments of a nation undergoing momentous change. Through the lives of these two
women, Ferrante tells the story of a neighborhood, a city, and a country as it is transformed in ways that, in turn, also
transform the relationship between her protagonists, the unforgettable Elena and Lila.
The Narrow Road to the Deep North by Richard Flanagan 416 p
In The Narrow Road to the Deep North, Richard Flanagan displays the gifts that have made him one of the most
acclaimed writers of contemporary fiction. Moving deftly from a Japanese POW camp to present-day Australia, from the
experiences of Dorrigo Evans and his fellow prisoners to that of the Japanese guards, this savagely beautiful novel tells a
story of the many forms of love and death, of war and truth, as one man comes of age, prospers, only to discover all that
he has lost.
The Nightingale by Kristin Hannah 440 p

In the quiet village of Carriveau, Vianne Mauriac says goodbye to her husband, Antoine, as he heads for the Front. She
doesn't believe that the Nazis will invade France … but invade they do, in droves of marching soldiers, in caravans of
trucks and tanks, in planes that fill the skies and drop bombs upon the innocent. When a German captain requisitions
Vianne's home, she and her daughter must live with the enemy or lose everything. Without food or money or hope, as
danger escalates all around them, she is forced to make one impossible choice after another to keep her family
alive.Vianne's sister, Isabelle, is a rebellious eighteen-year-old girl, searching for purpose with all the reckless passion of
youth. While thousands of Parisians march into the unknown terrors of war, she meets Gäetan, a partisan who believes
the French can fight the Nazis from within France, and she falls in love as only the young can … completely. But when he
betrays her, Isabelle joins the Resistance and never looks back, risking her life time and again to save others.
Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult 455 p
Sterling is an ordinary New Hampshire town where nothing ever happens--until the day its complacency is shattered by a
school shooting. Josie Cormier, the daughter of the judge sitting on the case, should be the state's best witness, but she
can't remember what happened before her very own eyes--or can she? As the trial progresses, fault lines between the
high school and the adult community begin to show--destroying the closest of friendships and families. Nineteen
Minutes asks what it means to be different in our society, who has the right to judge someone else, and whether anyone is
ever really who they seem to be.
No One Is Coming To Save Us by Stephanie Powell Watts 371 p
JJ Ferguson has returned home to Pinewood, North Carolina, to build his dream house and to pursue his high school
sweetheart, Ava. But as he reenters his former world, where factories are in decline and the legacy of Jim Crow is still felt,
he’s startled to find that the people he once knew and loved have changed just as much as he has. Ava is now married
and desperate for a baby, though she can’t seem to carry one to term. Her husband, Henry, has grown distant, frustrated
by the demise of the furniture industry, which has outsourced to China and stripped the area of jobs. Ava’s mother, Sylvia,
caters to and meddles with the lives of those around her, trying to fill the void left by her absent son. And Don, Sylvia’s
unworthy but charming husband, just won’t stop hanging around. JJ’s return—and his plans to build a huge mansion
overlooking Pinewood and woo Ava—not only unsettles their family, but stirs up the entire town. The ostentatious wealth
that JJ has attained forces everyone to consider the cards they’ve been dealt, what more they want and deserve, and how
they might go about getting it. Can they reorient their lives to align with their wishes rather than their current realities? Or
are they all already resigned to the rhythms of the particular lives they lead? No One Is Coming to Save Us is a revelatory
debut from an insightful voice: with echoes of The Great Gatsby it is an arresting and powerful novel about an extended
African American family and their colliding visions of the American Dream. In evocative prose, Stephanie Powell Watts
has crafted a full and stunning portrait that combines a universally resonant story with an intimate glimpse into the hearts
of one family.
One Plus One by Jojo Moyes 368 p
Suppose your life sucks. A lot. Your husband has done a vanishing act, your teenage stepson is being bullied, and your
math whiz daughter has a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity that you can’t afford to pay for. That’s Jess’s life in a nutshell—
until an unexpected knight in shining armor offers to rescue them. Only Jess’s knight turns out to be Geeky Ed, the
obnoxious tech millionaire whose vacation home she happens to clean. But Ed has big problems of his own, and driving
the dysfunctional family to the Math Olympiad feels like his first unselfish act in ages . . . maybe ever.
One Plus One is Jojo Moyes at her astounding best. You’ll laugh, you’ll weep, and when you flip the last page, you’ll want
to start all over again.
Open House by Elizabeth Berg 241 p
A woman re-creates her life after divorce by opening up her house and her heart. Samantha's husband has left her, and
after a spree of overcharging at Tiffany's, she settles down to reconstruct a life for herself and her eleven-year-old son.
Her eccentric mother tries to help by fixing her up with dates, but a more pressing problem is money. To meet her
mortgage payments, Sam decides to take in boarders. The first is an older woman who offers sage advice and sorely
needed comfort; the second, a maladjusted student, is not quite so helpful. A new friend, King, an untraditional man,
suggests that Samantha get out, get going, get work. But her real work is this: In order to emerge from grief and the past,
she has to learn how to make her own happiness. In order to really see people, she has to look within her heart. And in
order to know who she is, she has to remember--and reclaim--the person she used to be, long before she became
someone else in an effort to save her marriage.
Orphan Train by Christina Baker Kline 278 p
Between 1854 and 1929, so-called orphan trains ran regularly from the cities of the East Coast to the farmlands of the
Midwest, carrying thousands of abandoned children whose fates would be determined by pure luck. Would they be
adopted by a kind and loving family, or would they face a childhood and adolescence of hard labor and servitude? As a
young Irish immigrant, Vivian Daly was one such child, sent by rail from New York City to an uncertain future a world
away. Returning east later in life, Vivian leads a quiet, peaceful existence on the coast of Maine; the memories of her
upbringing rendered a hazy blur. But in her attic, hidden in trunks, are vestiges of a turbulent past. Seventeen-year-old

Molly Ayer knows that a community-service position helping an elderly widow clean out her attic is the only thing keeping
her out of juvenile hall. But as Molly helps Vivian sort through her keepsakes and possessions, she discovers that she and
Vivian aren’t as different as they appear. A Penobscot Indian who has spent her youth in and out of foster homes, Molly is
also an outsider being raised by strangers, and she, too, has unanswered questions about the past. Moving between
contemporary Maine and Depression-era Minnesota, Orphan Train is a powerful tale of upheaval and resilience, second
chances, and unexpected friendship.
The Pearl That Broke Its Shell by Nadia Hashimi 452 p
In Kabul, 2007, with a drug-addicted father and no brothers, Rahima and her sisters can only sporadically attend school,
and can rarely leave the house. Their only hope lies in the ancient custom of bacha posh, which allows young Rahima to
dress and be treated as a boy until she is of marriageable age. As a son, she can attend school, go to the market, and
chaperone her older sisters.
But Rahima is not the first in her family to adopt this unusual custom. A century earlier, her great-great grandmother,
Shekiba, left orphaned by an epidemic, saved herself and built a new life the same way.
Crisscrossing in time, The Pearl the Broke Its Shell interweaves the tales of these two women separated by a century who
share similar destinies. But what will happen once Rahima is of marriageable age? Will Shekiba always live as a man?
And if Rahima cannot adapt to life as a bride, how will she survive?
People of the Book by Geraldine Brooks 372 p
In 1996, Hanna Heath, an Australian rare-book expert, is offered the job of a lifetime: analysis and conservation of the
famed Sarajevo Haggadah, which has been rescued from Serb shelling during the Bosnian war. Priceless and beautiful,
the book is one of the earliest Jewish volumes ever to be illuminated with images. When Hanna, a caustic loner with a
passion for her work, discovers a series of tiny artifacts in its ancient binding—an insect wing fragment, wine stains, salt
crystals, a white hair—she begins to unlock the book’s mysteries. The reader is ushered into an exquisitely detailed and
atmospheric past, tracing the book’s journey from its salvation back to its creation. In Bosnia during World War II, a
Muslim risks his life to protect it from the Nazis. In the hedonistic salons of fin-de-si¨cle Vienna, the book becomes a pawn
in the struggle against the city’s rising anti-Semitism. In inquisition-era Venice, a Catholic priest saves it from burning. In
Barcelona in 1492, the scribe who wrote the text sees his family destroyed by the agonies of enforced exile. And in Seville
in 1480, the reason for the Haggadah’s extraordinary illuminations is finally disclosed. Hanna’s investigation unexpectedly
plunges her into the intrigues of fine art forgers and ultra-nationalist fanatics. Her experiences will test her belief in herself
and the man she has come to love. Inspired by a true story, People of the Book is at once a novel of sweeping historical
grandeur and intimate emotional intensity, an ambitious, electrifying work by an acclaimed and beloved author.
The Radium Girls by Kate Moore 479 p
The Curies' newly discovered element of radium makes gleaming headlines across the nation as the fresh face of beauty,
and wonder drug of the medical community. From body lotion to tonic water, the popular new element shines bright in the
otherwise dark years of the First World War. Meanwhile, hundreds of girls toil amidst the glowing dust of the radium-dial
factories. The glittering chemical covers their bodies from head to toe; they light up the night like industrious fireflies. With
such a coveted job, these "shining girls" are the luckiest alive ― until they begin to fall mysteriously ill. But the factories
that once offered golden opportunities are now ignoring all claims of the gruesome side effects, and the women's cries of
corruption. And as the fatal poison of the radium takes hold, the brave shining girls find themselves embroiled in one of
the biggest scandals of America's early 20th century, and in a groundbreaking battle for workers' rights that will echo for
centuries to come.
The Readers of Broken Wheel Recommend by Katarina Bivald 400 p
Broken Wheel, Iowa, has never seen anyone like Sara, who traveled all the way from Sweden just to meet her bookloving pen pal, Amy. When she arrives, however, she finds Amy's funeral guests just leaving. The residents of Broken
Wheel are happy to look after their bewildered visitor-there's not much else to do in a dying small town that's almost
beyond repair.
You certainly wouldn't open a bookstore. And definitely not with the tourist in charge. You'd need a vacant storefront (Main
Street is full of them), books (Amy's house is full of them), and...customers.
The bookstore might be a little quirky. Then again, so is Sara. But Broken Wheel's own story might be more eccentric and
surprising than she thought.
A Reliable Wife by Robert Goolrick 291 p
He placed a notice in a Chicago paper, an advertisement for “a reliable wife.” She responded, saying that she was “a
simple, honest woman.” She was, of course, anything but honest and the only simple thing about her was her singleminded determination to marry this man and then kill him, slowly and carefully, leaving her a wealthy widow, able to care
of the one she truly loved. What Catherine Land did not realize was that the enigmatic and lonely Ralph Truitt had a plan
of his own. And what neither anticipated was that they would fall so completely in love. Set in Wisconsin.
Rogue Lawyer by John Grisham

400 p

On the right side of the law—sort of—Sebastian Rudd is not your typical street lawyer. His office is a customized
bulletproof van, complete with Wi-Fi, a bar, a small fridge, and fine leather chairs. He has no firm, no partners, and only
one employee: his heavily armed driver, who also so happens to be his bodyguard, law clerk, confidant, and golf caddie.
Sebastian drinks small-batch bourbon and carries a gun. He defends people other lawyers won’t go near: a drug-addled,
tattooed kid rumored to be in a satanic cult; a vicious crime lord on death row; a homeowner arrested for shooting at a
SWAT team that mistakenly invaded his house. Why these clients? Because Sebastian believes everyone is entitled to a
fair trial—even if he has to bend the law to secure one.
The Rosie Project by Graeme Simsion 295 p
The art of love is never a science: Meet Don Tillman, a brilliant yet socially inept professor of genetics, who’s decided it’s
time he found a wife. In the orderly, evidence-based manner with which Don approaches all things, he designs the Wife
Project to find his perfect partner: a sixteen-page, scientifically valid survey to filter out the drinkers, the smokers, the late
arrivers. Rosie Jarman possesses all these qualities. Don easily disqualifies her as a candidate for The Wife Project (even
if she is “quite intelligent for a barmaid”). But Don is intrigued by Rosie’s own quest to identify her biological father. When
an unlikely relationship develops as they collaborate on The Father Project, Don is forced to confront the spontaneous
whirlwind that is Rosie―and the realization that, despite your best scientific efforts, you don’t find love, it finds you.
The Round House by Louise Erdrich 321 p
One of the most revered novelists of our time—a brilliant chronicler of Native-American life—Louise Erdrich returns to the
territory of her bestselling, Pulitzer Prize finalist The Plague of Doves with The Round House, transporting readers to the
Ojibwe reservation in North Dakota. It is an exquisitely told story of a boy on the cusp of manhood who seeks justice and
understanding in the wake of a terrible crime that upends and forever transforms his family. Riveting and suspenseful,
arguably the most accessible novel to date from the creator of Love Medicine, The Beet Queen, and The Bingo Palace,
Erdrich’s The Round House is a page-turning masterpiece of literary fiction—at once a powerful coming-of-age story, a
mystery, and a tender, moving novel of family, history, and culture. The Round House won the National Book Award for
fiction.
Sally Hemings by Barbara Chase-Riboud 348 p
One of the greatest love stories in American history is also one of the most controversial. Thomas Jefferson had a
mistress for 38 years whom he loved and lived with until he died—the beautiful and elusive Sally Hemings. But it was not
simply that Jefferson had a mistress that provoked such a scandal in both his time and ours. It was that Sally Hemings
was a quadroon slave and that Jefferson fathered a slave family whose descendants are alive today. In this moving novel,
originally published in 1979 and having sold over two million copies worldwide, Barbara Chase-Riboud re-creates one of
America’s most powerful love stories, based on the documents and evidence of the day, and gives us a poignant, tragic,
and unforgettable meditation on the history of race and sex in America.
A Sand County Almanac by Aldo Leopold 295 p
A Sand Country Almanac combines some of the finest nature writing since Thoreau with an outspoken and highly ethical
regard for America's relationship to the land. It is a unique book, a classic work of conservation, the forerunner of such
important books as Annie Dillard's Pilgrim at Tinker Creek, Edward Abbey's Desert Solitaire and Robert Finch’s The
Primal Place.
Sarah’s Key by Tatiana de Rosnay 293 p
Paris, July 1942: Sarah, a ten year-old girl, is brutally arrested with her family by the French police in the Vel’ d’Hiv’
roundup, but not before she locks her younger brother in a cupboard in the family's apartment, thinking that she will be
back within a few hours. Paris, May 2002: On Vel’ d’Hiv’s 60th anniversary, journalist Julia Jarmond is asked to write an
article about this black day in France's past. Through her contemporary investigation, she stumbles onto a trail of longhidden family secrets that connect her to Sarah. Julia finds herself compelled to retrace the girl's ordeal, from that terrible
term in the Vel d'Hiv', to the camps, and beyond. As she probes into Sarah's past, she begins to question her own place in
France, and to reevaluate her marriage and her life.
The Silent Wife by A.S.A Harrison 326 p
Jodi and Todd are at a bad place in their marriage. Much is at stake, including the affluent life they lead in their beautiful
waterfront condo in Chicago, as she, the killer, and he, the victim, rush haplessly toward the main event. He is a
committed cheater. She lives and breathes denial. He exists in dual worlds. She likes to settle scores. He decides to play
for keeps. She has nothing left to lose. Told in alternating voices, The Silent Wife is about a marriage in the throes of
dissolution, a couple headed for catastrophe, concessions that can’t be made, and promises that won’t be kept. Expertly
plotted and reminiscent of Gone Girl and These Things Hidden, The Silent Wife ensnares the reader from page one and
does not let go.
Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult 470 p

Ruth Jefferson is a labor and delivery nurse at a Connecticut hospital with more than twenty years’ experience. During her
shift, Ruth begins a routine checkup on a newborn, only to be told a few minutes later that she’s been reassigned to
another patient. The parents are white supremacists and don’t want Ruth, who is African American, to touch their child.
The hospital complies with their request, but the next day, the baby goes into cardiac distress while Ruth is alone in the
nursery. Does she obey orders or does she intervene?
Ruth hesitates before performing CPR and, as a result, is charged with a serious crime. Kennedy McQuarrie, a white
public defender, takes her case but gives unexpected advice: Kennedy insists that mentioning race in the courtroom is not
a winning strategy. Conflicted by Kennedy’s counsel, Ruth tries to keep life as normal as possible for her family—
especially her teenage son—as the case becomes a media sensation. As the trial moves forward, Ruth and Kennedy
must gain each other’s trust, and come to see that what they’ve been taught their whole lives about others—and
themselves—might be wrong.
With incredible empathy, intelligence, and candor, Jodi Picoult tackles race, privilege, prejudice, justice, and
compassion—and doesn’t offer easy answers. Small Great Things is a remarkable achievement from a writer at the top of
her game.
Station Eleven by Emily St. John Mandel 333 p
Kirsten Raymonde will never forget the night Arthur Leander, the famous Hollywood actor, had a heart attack on stage
during a production of King Lear. That was the night when a devastating flu pandemic arrived in the city, and within
weeks, civilization as we know it came to an end.
Twenty years later, Kirsten moves between the settlements of the altered world with a small troupe of actors and
musicians. They call themselves The Traveling Symphony, and they have dedicated themselves to keeping the remnants
of art and humanity alive. But when they arrive in St. Deborah by the Water, they encounter a violent prophet who will
threaten the tiny band’s existence. And as the story takes off, moving back and forth in time, and vividly depicting life
before and after the pandemic, the strange twist of fate that connects them all will be revealed.
Still Alice by Lisa Genova 293 p
Still Alice is a compelling debut novel about a 50-year-old woman's sudden descent into early onset Alzheimer's disease,
written by first-time author Lisa Genova, who holds a Ph. D in neuroscience from Harvard University. Alice Howland,
happily married with three grown children and a house on the Cape, is a celebrated Harvard professor at the height of her
career when she notices a forgetfulness creeping into her life. As confusion starts to cloud her thinking and her memory
begins to fail her, she receives a devastating diagnosis: early onset Alzheimer's disease. Fiercely independent, Alice
struggles to maintain her lifestyle and live in the moment, even as her sense of self is being stripped away. In turns
heartbreaking, inspiring and terrifying, Still Alice captures in remarkable detail what's it's like to literally lose your mind.
Still Life by Louise Penny 312 p
Chief Inspector Armand Gamache of the Surêté du Québec and his team of investigators are called in to the scene of a
suspicious death in a rural village south of Montreal. Jane Neal, a local fixture in the tiny hamlet of Three Pines, just north
of the U.S. border, has been found dead in the woods. The locals are certain it's a tragic hunting accident and nothing
more, but Gamache smells something foul in these remote woods, and is soon certain that Jane Neal died at the hands of
someone much more sinister than a careless bowhunter.
Still Life introduces not only an engaging series hero in Inspector Gamache, who commands his forces--and this series-with integrity and quiet courage, but also a winning and talented new writer of traditional mysteries in the person of Louise
Penny.
The Storied Life of A.J. Fikry by Gabrielle Zevin 260 p
A.J. Fikry’s life is not at all what he expected it to be. He lives alone, his bookstore is experiencing the worst sales in its
history, and now his prized possession, a rare collection of Poe poems, has been stolen. But when a mysterious package
appears at the bookstore, its unexpected arrival gives Fikry the chance to make his life over--and see everything anew.
The Sweetness at the Bottom of the Pie by Alan Bradley 416 p
Eleven-year-old Flavia de Luce, an aspiring chemist with a passion for poison, begins her adventure when a dead bird is
found on the doorstep of her family's mansion in the summer of 1950, thus propelling her into a mystery that involves an
investigation into a man's murder where her father is the main suspect.
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 323 p
Set in the small Southern town of Maycomb, Alabama, during the Depression, To Kill a Mockingbird follows three years in
the life of 8-year-old Scout Finch, her brother, Jem, and their father, Atticus--three years punctuated by the arrest and
eventual trial of a young black man accused of raping a white woman. Though her story explores big themes, Harper Lee
chooses to tell it through the eyes of a child. The result is a tough and tender novel of race, class, justice, and the pain of
growing up.
Today Will Be Different by Maria Semple

272 p

Eleanor knows she's a mess. But today, she will tackle the little things. She will shower and get dressed. She will have her
poetry and yoga lessons after dropping off her son, Timby. She won't swear. She will initiate sex with her husband, Joe.
But before she can put her modest plan into action-life happens. Today, it turns out, is the day Timby has decided to fake
sick to weasel his way into his mother's company. It's also the day Joe has chosen to tell his office-but not Eleanor-that
he's on vacation. Just when it seems like things can't go more awry, an encounter with a former colleague produces a
graphic memoir whose dramatic tale threatens to reveal a buried family secret.
Truly Hidden by Cherie Rashel 194 p
Truly Hidden is the story of one man’s generosity and the consequences his generous act has for his grandson—the
inheritor of his grandfather’s fortune and secrets. In his youth, the unflappable Nicholas Armstrong rescued the child of a
young tribeswoman from the darkness of an old diamond mine. His reward was two rough-cut, priceless diamonds that
stirred familial jealousy and violence the moment they came to rest in his hand.
Peter Armstrong is Nicholas’ grandson—a well-intentioned boy with a good heart and sincere love for his grandfather. On
a visit to Africa, Nicholas tells Peter his secret: the location of the two diamonds and the information necessary to retrieve
them should his grandfather die. But when the diamonds come to be in Peter’s possession, they send his life along a
course he never expected and introduce him to a violent obsession that spans generations. With the help of his best
friend, Tom, and the ingenuity of Tom’s sister, Rachel, Peter first figures out the vial plot entrapping him and then contests
the greed and violence of Ken Johnson, an embittered in-law, who will stop at nothing to possess the diamonds.
Through guile and menace, the evil Mr. Johnson tracks the diamonds across the Atlantic, endangering everyone he
encounters. In the chaos that Ken Johnson brings to his doorstep, Peter finds love and discovers an inner strength he
didn’t know that he had. Through trial and tribulation, he learns the real secret his grandfather intended to impart: the
heavy burden of caring for others and the true meaning of generosity.
Typical American by Gish Jen 296 p
From the beloved author of Mona in the Promised Land and The Love Wife comes this comic masterpiece, an insightful
novel of immigrants experiencing the triumphs and trials of American life. Gish Jen reinvents the American immigrant
story through the Chang family, who first come to the United States with no intention of staying. When the Communists
assume control of China in 1949, though, Ralph Chang, his sister Theresa, and his wife Helen, find themselves in a crisis.
At first, they cling to their old-world ideas of themselves. But as they begin to dream the American dream of self-invention,
they move poignantly and ironically from people who disparage all that is “typical American” to people who might be seen
as typically American themselves. With droll humor and a deep empathy for her characters, Gish Jen creates here a
superbly engrossing story that resonates with wit and wisdom even as it challenges the reader to reconsider what a
typical American might be today.
Unbroken by Laura Hillenbrand 473 p
On a May afternoon in 1943, an Army Air Forces bomber crashed into the Pacific Ocean and disappeared, leaving only a
spray of debris and a slick of oil, gasoline, and blood. Then, on the ocean surface, a face appeared. It was that of a
young lieutenant, the plane’s bombardier, who was struggling to a life raft and pulling himself aboard. So began one of
the most extraordinary odysseys of the Second World War.
The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce 320 p
Meet Harold Fry, recently retired. He lives in a small English village with his wife, Maureen, who seems irritated by almost
everything he does, even down to how he butters his toast. Little differentiates one day from the next. Then one morning
the mail arrives, and within the stack of quotidian minutiae is a letter addressed to Harold in a shaky scrawl from a woman
he hasn’t seen or heard from in twenty years. Queenie Hennessy is in hospice and is writing to say goodbye.
Harold pens a quick reply and, leaving Maureen to her chores, heads to the corner mailbox. But then, as happens in the
very best works of fiction, Harold has a chance encounter, one that convinces him that he absolutely must deliver his
message to Queenie in person. And thus begins the unlikely pilgrimage at the heart of Rachel Joyce’s remarkable debut.
Harold Fry is determined to walk six hundred miles from Kingsbridge to the hospice in Berwick-upon-Tweed because, he
believes, as long as he walks, Queenie Hennessey will live.
Vanessa and Her Sister by Priya Parmar 348 p
What if Virginia Woolf’s sister had kept a diary? For fans of The Paris Wife and Loving Frank comes a spellbinding new
story of the inseparable bond between Virginia and her sister, the gifted painter Vanessa Bell, and the real-life betrayal
that threatened to destroy their family. Hailed by The New York Times Book Review as “an uncanny success” and based
on meticulous research, this stunning novel illuminates a little-known episode in the celebrated sisters’ glittering bohemian
youth among the legendary Bloomsbury Group.
The Visionist by Rachel Urquhart 338 p
After 15-year-old Polly Kimball sets fire to the family farm, killing her abusive father, she and her young brother find shelter
in a Massachusetts Shaker community called the City of Hope. It is the Era of Manifestations, when young girls in Shaker
enclaves all across the Northeast are experiencing extraordinary mystical visions, earning them the honorific of "Visionist"

and bringing renown to their settlements.
The City of Hope has not yet been blessed with a Visionist, but that changes when Polly arrives and is unexpectedly
exalted. As she struggles to keep her dark secrets concealed in the face of increasing scrutiny, Polly finds herself in a lifechanging friendship with a young Shaker sister named Charity, a girl who will stake everything-even her faith-on Polly's
honesty and purity.
When Breath Becomes Air by Paul Kalanithi 256 p
At the age of thirty-six, on the verge of completing a decade’s worth of training as a neurosurgeon, Paul Kalanithi was
diagnosed with stage IV lung cancer. One day he was a doctor treating the dying, and the next he was a patient struggling
to live. And just like that, the future he and his wife had imagined evaporated. When Breath Becomes Air chronicles
Kalanithi’s transformation from a naïve medical student “possessed,” as he wrote, “by the question of what, given that all
organisms die, makes a virtuous and meaningful life” into a neurosurgeon at Stanford working in the brain, the most
critical place for human identity, and finally into a patient and new father confronting his own mortality.

When Pride Still Mattered by David Maraniss 541 p
As coach of the Green Bay Packers from 1959 to 1967, Vince Lombardi turned perennial losers into a juggernaut, winning
back-to-back NFL titles in 1961 and 1962, and Super Bowls I and II in 1966 and 1967. Stern, severe, sentimental, and
paternal, he stood revered, reviled, respected, and mocked--a touchstone for the '60s all in one person. Which adds up to
the myth we've been left with. But who was the man?
Where the Heart Is by Billie Letts 358 p
Novalee Nation has always been unlucky with sevens. She's seventeen, seven months pregnant, thirty-seven pounds
overweight - and now she finds herself stranded at a Wal-Mart in Sequoyah, Oklahoma, holding just $7.77 in change. An
hour ago, she was on her way from Tennessee to a new life in Bakersfield, California. Suddenly, with all those sevens
staring her in the face, she is forced to accept the scary truth: her no-good boyfriend Willy Jack Pickens has left her with
empty pockets and empty dreams. But Novalee is about to discover treasures hidden in Sequoyah - a group of disparate
and deeply caring people, among them blue-haired Sister Thelma Husband, who hands out advice and photocopied
books of the Bible ... Moses Whitecotton, the wise, soft-spoken, elderly black photographer eager to teach Novalee all he
knows ... and Forney Hull, the eccentric town librarian who hides his secrets - and his feelings - behind his world of books.
Where’d You Go, Bernadette by Maria Semple 330 p
Bernadette Fox is notorious. To her Microsoft-guru husband, she's a fearlessly opinionated partner; to fellow privateschool mothers in Seattle, she's a disgrace; to design mavens, she's a revolutionary architect, and to 15-year-old Bee,
she is a best friend and, simply, Mom. Then Bernadette disappears. It began when Bee aced her report card and claimed
her promised reward: a family trip to Antarctica. But Bernadette's intensifying allergy to Seattle--and people in general-has made her so agoraphobic that a virtual assistant in India now runs her most basic errands. A trip to the end of the
earth is problematic. To find her mother, Bee compiles email messages, official documents, secret correspondence-creating a compulsively readable and touching novel about misplaced genius and a mother and daughter's role in an
absurd world.
Wild by Cheryl Strayed 315 p
At twenty-two, Cheryl Strayed thought she had lost everything. In the wake of her mother’s death, her family scattered and
her own marriage was soon destroyed. Four years later, with nothing more to lose, she made the most impulsive decision
of her life. With no experience or training, driven only by blind will, she would hike more than a thousand miles of the
Pacific Crest Trail from the Mojave Desert through California and Oregon to Washington State—and she would do it
alone. Told with suspense and style, sparkling with warmth and humor, Wild powerfully captures the terrors and pleasures
of one young woman forging ahead against all odds on a journey that maddened, strengthened, and ultimately healed
her.
Winter Solstice by Rosamunde Pilcher 454 p
Elfrida Phipps moved to the English village of Dibton in hopes of making a new life for herself. Gradually she settled into
the comfortable familiarity of village life -- shopkeepers knowing her tastes, neighbors calling her by name -- still she finds
herself lonely. Oscar Blundell gave up his life as a musician in order to marry Gloria. They have a beautiful daughter,
Francesca, and it is only because of their little girl that Oscar views his sacrificed career as worthwhile. Carrie returns
from Australia at the end of an ill-fated affair with a married man to find her mother and aunt sharing a home and
squabbling endlessly. Carrie agrees to look after her aunt's awkward and quiet teenage daughter, Lucy, so that her
mother might enjoy a romantic fling in America. Sam Howard is trying to pull his life back together after his wife has left
him for another. Business takes him to northern Scotland, where he falls in love with the lush, craggy landscape and set
his sights on a house. It is the strange rippling effects of a tragedy that will bring these five characters together in a large,
neglected estate house near the Scottish fishing town of Creagan. It is in this house, on the shortest day of the year, that
the lives of five people will come together and be forever changed.

The Woman in Cabin 10 by Ruth Ware 340 p
From New York Times bestselling author of the “twisty-mystery” (Vulture) novel In a Dark, Dark Wood, comes The
Woman in Cabin 10, an equally suspenseful and haunting novel from Ruth Ware—this time, set at sea. In this tightly
wound, enthralling story reminiscent of Agatha Christie’s works, Lo Blacklock, a journalist who writes for a travel
magazine, has just been given the assignment of a lifetime: a week on a luxury cruise with only a handful of cabins. The
sky is clear, the waters calm, and the veneered, select guests jovial as the exclusive cruise ship, the Aurora, begins her
voyage in the picturesque North Sea. At first, Lo’s stay is nothing but pleasant: the cabins are plush, the dinner parties are
sparkling, and the guests are elegant. But as the week wears on, frigid winds whip the deck, gray skies fall, and Lo
witnesses what she can only describe as a dark and terrifying nightmare: a woman being thrown overboard. The
problem? All passengers remain accounted for—and so, the ship sails on as if nothing has happened, despite Lo’s
desperate attempts to convey that something (or someone) has gone terribly, terribly wrong…

The Women in the Castle by Jessica Shattuck 356 p
Set at the end of World War II, in a crumbling Bavarian castle that once played host to all of German high society, a
powerful and propulsive story of three widows whose lives and fates become intertwined—an affecting, shocking, and
ultimately redemptive novel from the author of the New York Times Notable Book The Hazards of Good Breeding. Amid
the ashes of Nazi Germany’s defeat, Marianne von Lingenfels returns to the once-grand castle of her husband’s
ancestors, an imposing stone fortress now fallen into ruin following years of war. The widow of a resister murdered in the
failed July 20, 1944, plot to assassinate Adolf Hitler, Marianne plans to uphold the promise she made to her husband’s
brave conspirators: to find and protect their wives, her fellow resistance widows. First Marianne rescues six-year-old
Martin, the son of her dearest childhood friend, from a Nazi reeducation home. Together, they make their way across the
smoldering wreckage of their homeland to Berlin, where Martin’s mother, the beautiful and naive Benita, has fallen into the
hands of occupying Red Army soldiers. Then she locates Ania, another resister’s wife, and her two boys, now refugees
languishing in one of the many camps that house the millions displaced by the war. As Marianne assembles this
makeshift family from the ruins of her husband’s resistance movement, she is certain their shared pain and circumstances
will hold them together. But she quickly discovers that the black-and-white, highly principled world of her privileged past
has become infinitely more complicated, filled with secrets and dark passions that threaten to tear them apart. Eventually,
all three women must come to terms with the choices that have defined their lives before, during, and after the war—each
with their own unique share of challenges. Written with the devastating emotional power of The Nightingale, Sarah’s Key,
and The Light Between Oceans, Jessica Shattuck’s evocative and utterly enthralling novel offers a fresh perspective on
one of the most tumultuous periods in history. Combining piercing social insight and vivid historical atmosphere, The
Women in the Castle is a dramatic yet nuanced portrait of war and its repercussions that explores what it means to
survive, love, and, ultimately, to forgive in the wake of unimaginable hardship.
Wonder by R.J. Palacio 320 p
August Pullman was born with a facial difference that, up until now, has prevented him from going to a mainstream
school. Starting 5th grade at Beecher Prep, he wants nothing more than to be treated as an ordinary kid—but his new
classmates can’t get past Auggie’s extraordinary face. Wonder begins from Auggie’s point of view, but soon switches to
include his classmates, his sister, her boyfriend, and others. These perspectives converge in a portrait of one community’s
struggle with empathy, compassion, and acceptance.
X by Sue Grafton 512 p
X: The number ten. An unknown quantity. A mistake. A cross. A kiss.
X: The shortest entry in Webster’s Unabridged. Derived from Greek and Latin and commonly found in science, medicine,
and religion. The most graphically dramatic letter. Notoriously tricky to pronounce: think xylophone.
X: The twenty-fourth letter in the English alphabet.
Sue Grafton’s X: Perhaps her darkest and most chilling novel, it features a remorseless serial killer who leaves no trace of
his crimes. Once again breaking the rules and establishing new paths, Grafton wastes little time identifying this sociopath.
The test is whether Kinsey can prove her case against him before she becomes his next victim.

